APHASIABANK MEETING NOTES

11/30-12/2, CMU

What follows is a summary of topics discussed, decisions made, and things to do resulting from the recent AphasiaBank meeting.  For those of you who were not here, you can access all of the materials from the AphasiaBank website (talkbank.org/aphasia).  These notes are posted on the website through a link

from the bottom right of the page.

GENERAL NOTES

1.  We will use the AphasiaBank Google Group mailing list to alert you when changes have been made to materials that are posted at the website (http://www.talkbank.org/aphasia).

2.  We will re-do the AphasiaBank stimulus book and send the new ones to you.

3.  It was suggested and agreed that we should run the protocol on normals and a range of ethnic groups.  For normals, we will create a different free speech sample topic to replace the one asking about the participant's stroke and coping.  Dan Kempler has volunteered to run normals at his site.

4.  We are announcing a Special Introductory Offer -- we will start transcribing your AphasiaBank protocol data (on participants with complete demographics and test data) if you send them early.  This Early Bird Special will last until we get swamped.

5.  We welcome additional transcribed data on non-protocol tasks including conversational data.  We also welcome data from other patients groups, such as TBI, that use our protocol.  Such data will be stored in a separate branch of the database.

CHAT RELATED TOPICS

1.  Think broadly and creatively of ways to train reliable student transcribers, offering the CHAT transcription and CLAN analysis programs for class projects, independent studies, diagnostic teams, etc.  

2.  We will create a cheat sheet to serve as a quick and easy reference to frequently used CHAT coding symbols.  

3.  The coding of errors is a central issue in aphasia.  We now have a link from the home page in the “Transcription” section to a document discussing possible codes.  Right now, this is presents a too-elaborate system from the 2000 version of the CHAT manual. This system will be modified and streamlined over time and this document will be updated as this work progresses.

4.  Communicative gestures should be coded.  Brian will tinker with the gestural coding system.  In the meantime, use the use the guidelines given in Section 8 of the Transcription Training Manual or refer to the CHAT Manual.

5.   Sentence segmentation decisions should be made using Cindy Thompson's hierarchy of indicators: syntactic, prosodic, semantic, and pause.  Brian suggested that "when in doubt, segment".  Also, it is important to make full use of the +/. self-termination code.

IRB TOPICS

1.  There is now link from http://talkbank.org/share that suggests very specific language for use with your IRB for AphasiaBank data collection. This language is in accord with our discussions on Sunday.
2.  Investigators should use the following language to permit student use of data:

I am being allowed access to AphasiaBank data in the context of my work with Professor __________________. I certify that I will not make copies of these data or use these data outside of my work with Professor _____________________.

3.  Remember, lots of IRB-related information appears on the AphasiaBank link at the talkbank.org website under the heading "Materials".  

EQUIPMENT, RECORDING, TECHNOLOGY

1.  The website includes information on equipment and recording at the "Video Recording Guidelines" link under the heading "Materials". We will add a recommendation about which lavalier microphone to use.  Essentially, we want the investigator to sit next to (not across from) the participant, capture both the investigator and the participant, and position the recorder at a 10:00 or 2:00 angle from the participant's viewpoint, high enough to be angled down.

2.  Information on how to submit new data to AphasiaBank is on the website at http://www.talkbank.org/share/.  

3.  If you want to send us some samples of your Quicktime movies, we can have a look and give you any necessary feedback.

4.  We will work to specify a single recommended transcription method based on the use of Walker Controller and the foot pedal, since this is the method that Davida has found most effective for these data.
DATA MANAGEMENT

For all AphasiaBank purposes, participants will be identified by the Investigator's last name followed by a 2 digit number, starting with 01.  For example, Audrey Holland's first participant will be Holland01.  Each investigator will be responsible for keeping his/her own list of actual names that correspond to these pseudonyms.

The results.xls form will be posted on the AphasiaBank website for each investigator to use to input test results.  Just save a version on your computer and send us the file (or pieces of the file) when you submit data.  A few changes are being made to this form to make it a bit more user friendly.

PROTOCOL

I.  Demographics Coding Sheet

Good suggestions were made for modifications to this coding form (Word document) as well as the demographic spreadsheet (Excel file).  We will make all changes that were agreed upon and let you know when the new forms are posted. 

The Demographics.xls file will be posted on the website for use by each investigator to input demographic data.  Just save a version on your computer and send us the file (or pieces of the file) when you submit data.  

II.  Free Speech Samples

The investigator will begin each video recording with a preamble about the participant's informed consent and any restrictions for data use.

"This participant signed an informed consent form.  These data can be used for ______________________ (specify: research, teaching, any purpose).  These data are not to be used for _______________ (specify any restrictions)."

Questions were raised about how closely investigators should stick to the protocol script that is provided for the Free Speech Samples, Picture Description, Story Narrative, and Procedural Discourse sections.  Our advice is to stick as closely to the script as possible.  For each task the questions are designed hierarchically by difficulty.  In general, we start with a more open-ended request, followed by a simplified open-ended request.  Then we use the Troubleshooting questions which generally include a yes/no option followed by a forced-choice written and spoken yes/no option.

A.  Stroke Story and Coping

Change 1st prompt to:  "How do you think your talking is these days?"

Change 2nd prompt to:  "How's your speech?"

Keep Troubleshooting prompts.

B.  Drop Scary Event and replace with Personally Important Life Event of the participant's choosing.  

1st prompt:

Thinking back, can you tell me a story about something important that happened to you in your life?  It could be happy or sad or from any time -- from when you were a kid or more recently.  

2nd prompt:

For instance, you could tell me about a trip you took or something about your family or your work -- anything.

If no response, go on to Picture Descriptions (no Troubleshooting for this item).

III.  Picture Descriptions

The order of these tasks will be changed to:

1. Broken Window

2. Refused Umbrella

3. Cat Rescue

4. Flood

We will re-word the instructions for these items to get at "story" narrative with beginning, middle, and end.

We will have the pictures redrawn for the Refused Umbrella series.

V.  Procedural Discourse

PB&J

We will include a picture stimulus for participants who may need additional cuing.

IV.  Story Narrative

Cinderella

After discussing the pros and cons of Cinderella and a number of other story narrative options, we decided to stick with Cinderella and use pictures similar to those being used by Cindy Thompson.  We will assemble the Cinderella pictures and incorporate them in the AphasiaBank stimulus book, which will be sent to you soon.

We will ask participants if they know the Cinderella story before we do it and we will enter their response in the demographic data. 

VI.  Tests
A. Repetition Test

We changed the word repetition section to be additive so that each new level adds one new word to the words from the previous items.  This will reduce the memory demands for this task.

B.  Boston Naming Test

We decided to change to the Short Form, the 15-item test instead of the 60-item test.

CLAN Bug Fixes

During the afternoon session on Saturday, we uncovered two CLAN bugs and some problems related to failure to extract files from Zip archives.  Leonid has fixed these bugs and added warning messages to remind users to extract files from Zip archives.
