DementiaBank Database Guide

This guide provides documentation regarding the DementiaBank corpora in the TalkBank database. All of these data are available from http://talkbank.org/DementiaBank/.  DementiaBank data are only available to members. 

TalkBank is an international system for the exchange of data on spoken language interactions.  The majority of the corpora in TalkBank have either audio or video media linked to transcripts.  All transcripts are formatted in the CHAT system and also are available as XML. 
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This subdirectory contains transcripts and audio files of Cookie Theft picture descriptions gathered as part of a larger protocol administered by the Alzheimer and Related Dementias Study at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine.  The study was funded in 1983 by the National Institute on Aging.  The Alzheimer Disease Research Center was created in 1985 and funded by the National Institute on Aging as well. 

Participants included elderly controls and people with various types of dementia. Data were gathered longitudinally, on a yearly basis.

Demographic data from the study are available as are some other test scores from the rest of the protocol.  Age, gender, diagnosis, and MMS score are entered on the Participant ID line as follows:

@ID:
eng|UPMC|PAR|age|male|Diagnosis|001-1-001v-0|Participant|MMS|
Diagnostic categories include:

Control

ProbableAD

PossibleAD = Possible AD + something else

MCI = multi-cognitive domain type

Memory = MCI with memory only, all else normal

Vascular = Vascular dementia

Unknown = Data not available

Other = other dementia (e.g., Parkinson, person complains of problems but none diagnosed)
In cases where a participant had multiple diagnoses, the primary one was entered in the ID line.  In cases where demographic data were not available for later visits, only the gender and diagnosis were entered since we would not be sure of the test date to calculate the age (though follow ups were usually done on a yearly basis) and we would not know the new MMS score.  Diagnosis was included because long term follow up data indicated if there was a change in diagnosis, so in the absence of a change, the diagnosis remained the same.  

In a few cases, the gender on the recording did not match the gender given in the spreadsheet.  In those cases, the letter x was added to the first 3 digits of the ID number to differentiate the transcript and only gender information was included in the ID line.
In a few cases, the demographic spreadsheet did not have any data for the ID number on the tape.  In those cases, only gender was entered along with Unknown diagnosis.

I.  Media Database

A.  Pitt-badaudio

These audio files have double recordings, low volume, background noise, or some other problem that prevents them from being clear enough for transcription.

B.   Pitt-done-full

These are the full audio files from the larger protocol administered to each participant.  Cookie Theft segments have been located on these files and copied into shorter audio files. 

C.  Pitt-nocookie

These audio files contain no Cookie Theft descriptions.

D.  Pitt

These are the Cookie Theft audio segments that were cut and copied from the larger audio files.  All audio files in this folder have corresponding CHAT transcripts.

1.  Controls

2.  Dementia – type is specified on Participant ID line

3.  Unknown (diagnosis)

II.  Transcript Database

A.  Pitt – CHAT transcripts for Cookie Theft picture descriptions

1.  Controls

2.  Dementia – type is specified on Participant ID line

3.  Unknown (diagnosis)

III.  Tasks in the Alzheimer and Related Dementias Study protocol

Cookie Theft Picture Description

How many…
days in a year?
inches in a foot?
eggs in a dozen?
senators to a state?
ounces in a pound?  
etc.

Yes/No Questions (from Western Aphasia Battery)
Is your name Smith (Brown, Matthews)?
Do you live in Toronto (Pittsburgh, Windsor)?
Are you a woman (man)?
Are the lights on?
Is the door closed? 
Do you eat a banana before you peel it?
etc.

Read given sentences 

Repeat sentences after investigator
He is fishing with George.
Why don’t you give them some candy? 
etc.

Word fluency
Name any thing you can find in a supermarket. (Timed)
Name all the items I (investigator) am wearing.
Things that begin with the letter “F”
 
Name the item that…
you use to drink coffee/tea.
you use to fix your hair.
you use to tell the time.

What do you do with…
a razor?
soap?
a pencil?
etc.

Name the word that is being described
A prickly plant in the desert
An item used to hit a tennis ball
etc.

How are the following words alike? 
Apple/banana (& Are these words names of fruits or animals?)
Coat/suit (& Are these words names of clothing or fruit?)
etc.

Name the word that does not belong
Dog, cat, car
Fish, car, train
Boy, door, man

Does this sentence make sense? (If not, tell me why or correct the sentence.)
He drank some coffee.
Where's in the package?
I’m not as tall am I am.
 
Tell me a short, simple sentence using the given word(s)
Pencil
Child/hospital
etc.

Recall a story

Name the item (picture)
Maze
Toboggan 
etc.
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