This CD-ROM is designed to accompany the Special Issue of the “Journal of the Learning Sciences” edited by Anna Sfard and Kay McClain.  

Four uses for this CD-ROM:

1. Playback from PDF.  The first use of this CD-ROM will be the most interesting one for most readers.  The folder entitled “PDF” has the complete contents of the special issue in Adobe PDF format.  It differs in one crucial way from the printed version.  You can use this electronic version to play directly each of the video clips that are referenced in the text directly from the text.  To use this video playback feature, you will need version 5.0.5 of Adobe Acrobat Reader and QuickTime 5.  See installation points #1 and #2 below for how to retrieve and install these components.  

If you have these two pieces of software correctly installed, you can click on the little red squares associated with segment number in the text and the video and audio will play.  To stop playback from Acrobat, use the “escape” key. If you find that the video is occluding the text, use Acrobat to scroll your links to below the middle of the screen, since the video always uses the middle of the screen. You can also use the links on the page numbers in the 00TOC.pdf file to navigate about from one article to the next. 

2. Full movie playback. If you want to play the full clips through without stopping, you can use QuickTime 5 to play the segments called aids*.mov and batts.mov, without opening the PDF or transcript files.  To install QuickTime, see point #1 below.

3. Playback from transcripts.  This third use will be particularly interesting to researchers who want to explore transcript annotation and commentary.  It requires installation of QuickTime 5 and CLAN. The folder called “transcripts” provides you with the tools to play back the full video interaction from the computerized transcript file.  The file 0combined.cha corresponds to the transcript printed in the Special Issue. If you install CLAN, you can use it to open up the transcript and then play each sentence from the corresponding point in the transcript.   You play each sentence or picture by placing your cursor on a line and then using command-mouseclick (Mac), control-mouseclick (Windows). You can also use F4. To get continuous playback just place your cursor at the place you want to begin playing and type escape-8.  CLAN has many other features for editing, analysis, and playback that you may wish to learn.  There is also a second version of the transcript called “mynotes.cha” that has additional comments regarding observations from specific authors.  I call this “mynotes.cha”.  This file is designed to illustrate the use of CLAN for collaborative commentary.  Eventually, this type of commentary can be conducted on the web. My apologies for any misinterpretations in this file.

4. There is also a folder called “related” that has additional materials including a PowerPoint presentation on the NSF TalkBank project which funded the development of this CD and a transcript from an earlier special issue of “Discourse Processes” on problem-based learning published by Lawrence Erlbaum Associates and edited by Tim Koschmann.

Installation Instructions:

1. QuickTime installers.  You must use QuickTime 5.  Because it is best to install directly from the web, we are not including installers for QuickTime.  You can download QuickTime from http://www.apple.com/quicktime.  You only need to get the free version.  It is crucial to REBOOT after installing QuickTime 5.  If you do not reboot, neither Acrobat or CLAN will function correctly.

2. Acrobat Reader 5.0.5 installers in the “acrobat” folder.  For Windows, use rp505enu.exe.  For Mac, use Acrobat Reader Installer.  For Macintosh, you must have version 5.0.5 for video playback to work.  Version 5.0 will not work.  For Windows, version 5.0 will work.  The installers will go out on the web to complete the installation, so you should be connected when you install.  You can also download copies  directly from http://www.adobe.com.  You must reboot after installing a new version of Acrobat.

3. CLAN installers.  These are only necessary if you want to learn how to play back and edit files from transcripts.  CLAN comes in three versions: Windows, Mac Classic, and Mac OSX.  There is also a manual for CLAN called CLAN.pdf.  For even more up-to-date versions of these programs, go to http://childes.psy.cmu.edu and click on the links for the CLAN programs.  You do not need to reboot after installing CLAN.

On older machines, you may find that playback in Acrobat and CLAN is faster if you copy the materials from the CD-ROM to your hard drive.  For Acrobat playback, you should copy the “PDF” directory.  For CLAN playback, you should copy the “Transcripts” directory.  Please consult http://talkbank.org for further information on this and related projects.  Thanks to Erika Teilborg, Steven Cestaro, and Larry Erlbaum at LEA and to Kay McClain, Paul Cobb, Geoff Saxe, and Anna Sfard for their support.

Good luck with these materials.
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